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panel discussions at periodical intervals. The research 
journal, Annals of Arid Zone, published by AZRAI is 
considered as a prestigious journal of arid zone research 
and development.

CAZRI is a national research institute under Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research mandated to; take 
undertake basic and applied research for the development of 
sustainable farming systems in the arid ecosystem; to act as 
repository of information on the state of natural resources 
and desertification process and its control in the form of 
digital database; to develop mixed crop-livestock based 
farming systems and range management practices for the 
chronically drought affected areas depending on livestock 
species; and to utilize high end precision technologies in 
production systems. 

Recognizing the environmental problems of arid 
regions, Government of India established a Desert 
Afforestation Station at Jodhpur in 1952 and the scope of 
which was enlarged in 1957 resulting into establishment of 
Desert Afforestation and Soil Conservation Station which 
was upgraded as a full-fledged research institute as  Central 
Arid Zone Research Institute in 1959. CAZRI, Jodhpur has 
established its Regional Research Station for Cold Desert 
R & D in August 2012 at Leh (J&K). 

The delegates are expected to make their own 
arrangements for to and fro journeys. Leh is well connected 
with New Delhi, Jammu and Srinagar through air. The 
nearest railway station to Ladakh is Jammu. It is two days 
road journey from Jammu to Leh via Srinagar. Another route 
is from Himachal Pradesh (Manali-Leh highway).  

Local transport will be provided to registered delegates 
on all the days of the Symposium. Delegates are requested 
to furnish their travel plan in advance along with details of 
mode of travel, dates and expected time of arrival and 
departure to facilitate reception and departure.  

Abstract submission July 15, 2015 

Communication of acceptance of papers July 30, 2015 

Last date for receipt of registration fee July 31, 2015 

Chairman – Dr. R.K. Bhatt 02912740584

Organizing Secretary – Dr.  Anurag Saxena 09414206115  

Accommodation – Dr. M.S.  Raghuwanshi 09424371588

Dr. Anurag Saxena, Organizing Secretary
SAPECO-2015
Arid Zone Research Association of India
Central Arid Zone Research Institute 
JODHPUR 342 003, India
Fax: +91 291 2788706
E-mail: sapeco2015@gmail.com 

CENTRAL ARID ZONE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, JODHPUR   

TRAVEL  AND TRANSPORT

CALENDER

CONTACTS

FURTHER INFORMATION 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

STEERING COMMITTEE

ORAGANISING COMMITTEE 

Dr.  S. Ayyapan, Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR, New Delhi

Dr.  R.S. Paroda, Former-Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR, New Delhi

Dr.  Panjab Singh, Former-Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR, New Delhi

Dr.  A.S. Faroda, Ex-Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi  

Dr.  Gurbachan Singh, Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi

Dr.  A.K. Sikka, DDG (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi 

Dr.  H.P. Singh, Ex-Director, CRIDA, Hyderabad

Dr.  M.C. Saxena, Chairman, RAC, CAZRI, Jodhpur  

Dr.  R.R. Hanchinal, Chairperson, PPV & FRA, New Delhi

Dr.  M.M. Roy, Ex-Director, CAZRI,Jodhpur 

Dr.  R.K. Bhatt, Director, CAZRI, Jodhpur

Dr. Tej Pratap Singh, Vice Chancellor, SKUAST, Srinagar 

Dr. Dr. K.K. Katoch, Vice Chancellor, CSKHPKV, Palampur

Dr. Bhuvnesh Kumar, Director, DIHAR, DRDO, Leh

Dr. K.C. Bansal, Director, NBPGR, New Delhi

Dr. P.K. Ghosh, Director, IGFRI, Jhansi  

Dr. P.K. Mishra, Director, IIS&WC, Dehradun

Dr. V.P. Singh, Director, CPRI, Shimla

Dr. Nazir Ahmed, Director, CITH, Srinagar

Dr. S.M. Deb, Director, NRC-Yak, Dhirang

Dr. S.K. Dhyani, Director, CAFRI, Jhansi

Dr. O.P. Yadav, Director, IIMR, New Delhi

Dr. N.V. Patil, Director, NRC-Camel, Bikaner

Dr.  A.R. Nautiyal, Director, HPPPRC, Srinagar Garhwal

Dr. B. Mohan Kumar, ADG (Agro & Agro-Forestry), ICAR, New Delhi

Dr. S.K. Chaudhari, ADG (Soils & Water Mngmt), NRM, ICAR, New Delhi 

Dr. P.S. Pathak, Ex-Director, IGFRI, Jhansi

Dr. P.N. Mathur, Coordinator, Bioversity International, New Delhi

Dr. A. Arunachalam, Pr. Scientific Officer to Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR)  

Dr. R.S. Tripathi, CAZRI, Jodhpur 

Dr. R.K. Bhatt, Director, CAZRI, Jodhpur

Dr. R.K. Bhatt - Chairman 

Dr. R.S. Tripathi - Member 

Dr. S. Kathju - Member 

Dr. V.S. Rathore - Member 

Dr. J.C. Tewari - Member

Dr. P.R. Meghwal - Member 

Dr. R.K. Kaul - Member

Dr. R.K. Goyal - Member 

Dr. Mahesh Kumar - Member

Dr. M. Patidar - Member 

Dr. Vipin Chaudhary - Member 

Dr.  Anup Raj, HMAARI, SKUAST, Leh - Member

Dr. D. Namgyal, Coordinator, KVK, Leh - Member

Dr. T. Stobdan, DIHAR, Leh - Member

Sh.Tsetan Tashi, SDA, Leh - Member

Sh.T. Dawa, SDA, Leh - Member

Sh. Pushpinder Singh, WWF, Leh - Member

Dr. M.S. Raghuwanshi - Co-Organizing Secretary 

Dr.  Anurag Saxena - Organizing Secretary



BACKGROUND

INVITATION

Arid lands of hot and cold regions are the most fragile 
facing vagaries of climate and other biotic and abiotic 
stresses. The traditional arid farming systems have 
provided sustenance to both land owners and a large 
population of the land less people whose livelihood 
depends on arid farming including common property 
resources and related enterprises. However, under the 
changed scenario the focus has shifted from sustenance 
to remunerative farming. The increased population 
pressure aggravate the problems in various production 
systems in arid lands, affecting the food, fodder and 
livelihood security. This necessitates the sustainable 
management of natural resources and farming practices 
so as to adapt to such changes. The plant and animal 
genomes of the arid lands and their synergy have 
tremendous potential which need to be harnessed for 
further economic and environmental benefits. We feel it is  
timely to look into all aspects of the future of arid lands 
particularly cold desert areas. The symposium intends to 
provide a unique platform for scientists along with policy 
planners, agri-entrepreneurs, NGOs and farmers, etc. to 
focus on important issues concerning the changing 
scenario in arid lands. 

We are immensely pleased to inform you that Arid 
Zone Research Association of India (AZRAI) and Central 
Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI) are jointly organizing 
a four days national symposium on "Sustaining Agricultural 
Productivity in Arid Ecosystems: Challenges & 
Opportunities (SAPECO-2015)" during  August 19-22, 
2015 at Leh (J&K).

The organizing committee of the national symposium  
on "Sustaining Agricultural Productivity in Arid 
Ecosystems: Challenges & Opportunities (SAPECO-
2015)" cordially invite you to participate in this symposium  
at CAZRI, Regional Research Station, Leh (J&K) during 
August 19-22, 2015. CAZRI, RRS Leh is  identified for 
hosting first ever such symposium  at Leh town and its 
surroundings provides true picture of cold arid 
environment.  Cold arid regions of India are lying in the 
main rain-shadow of the Himalayan regions and are 

2spread over in 75000 km  in the northern states of Jammu 
and Kashmir (Leh and Kargil districts), Himachal Pradesh 
(Lahaul-Spiti, Kinnaur and parts of Chamba district), 
Uttarakhand (parts of Uttarkashi, Chamoli and Pithoragarh 
districts) and Sikkim (barren and desolate northern tip). 
Among the cold arid parts of India Ladakh in Jammu & 
Kashmir is one of the highest (2,900 to 5,900 m  msl) and 
coldest. The minimum winter temperature, sometime goes 
as low as -3° to  -35°C. It is spread over approximately in 

247000  km  across the river Indus, Shayok and Zanskar 
having three important mountain ranges viz., Karakorum, 
Ladakh and Zanskar. 

 The hot arid regions of India lie between 24° and 29°N 
latitude, and 70° and 76°E longitude, covering an area of 
31.70 million hectares (11.8% TGA of country) and involving 
eight states: Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana, Andhra 

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE 

EXCURSION (OPTIONAL) 

THE VENUE:  Leh Town

ACCOMMODATION

HOSTS 

The organizers propose to sponsor the cost of travel 
of limited number of eligible scientists to facilitate their 
participation in the Symposium. The aspirant participants 
are required to apply on plain paper for the support, 
providing full justification along with the proof of eligibility 
and academic achievements.

The organizers propose a post symposium excursion 
to the Pangong Lake (subject to favorable weather), 
encompassing varied farming systems and places of 
tourist interest on payment basis. The participants should 
indicate their willingness to join the excursion in advance. 
The delegates desirous of availing the excursion may plan 
their duration of stay and return journey dates accordingly.

Leh town is nearly 400-year-old and  located at an 
altitude of 3505 m. It is known for its natural beauty, lofty 
mountain ranges,  river Indus, monasteries and markets. 
The places of interest around Leh are:  Hall of Fame, 
Pathar Sahib Gurdwara, Sangam of two famous rivers viz. 
Indus and Shyok, Khardung La Top (World's highest 
motorable road) etc. July-August is the best time to visit 
Leh, being the region's summer season. Leh is an 
unparalleled paradise with clear, stunning views, warm and 
sunny weather – the average temperature range during 

othe day is about 20-30 C.  To face Ladakh's unpredictable 
weather, one should carry windcheaters, thermals, gloves, 
mufflers, woollen cap, sunscreen cream, sunglasses and 
wide-brimmed sun hat. It is often said that Ladakh is 
perhaps the only place where one can get both sunburn 
and frost-bite at the same time.   

There are many hotels and private Guest Houses in 
Leh. Request for hotel boarding and approximate tariff for 
hotel accommodation has to be sent with registration 
form/mail. The allotment of rooms will be on a “first-come, 
first-serve” basis. Single & Double bed accomodation are 
available for ?  2000-2500 & ?  3500-10000, respectively. 

Also private guest houses are available for  ?  900-1500.

Arid Zone Research Association of India (AZRAI) was 
formed in 1962 with  CAZRI, Jodhpur as its Head Quarter. 
The association was initially formed with an aim to 
disseminate the inter-disciplinary research work in arid 
zone research through its quarterly journal - “Annals of 
Arid Zone”. Since then AZRAI has contributed immensely 
on dissemination of knowledge gained on arid and semi-
arid regions of the world. It has played a pivotal role in 
bringing scientists, planners and administrators interested 
in understanding and solving the problems of desert on the 
same platform to discuss issue of common interest 
through organizing symposia, brain storming sessions and 
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Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Maharashtra. The arid 
regions of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana 
together constitute the Great Indian Desert, better known as 
the Thar Desert. As arid western Rajasthan accounts for 
61% of hot arid region of the country, therefore it is 
considered principal hot arid region. Mixed livestock-crop 
and livestock farming form spectrum of economic activities 
in entire hot arid regions of the country.

Biodiversity conservation and genetic improvement 

Diversification in cold and hot arid farming systems 

Resource conservation and use efficiency in arid 
farming systems 

Abiotic and biotic stress management

Environmental and climate change issues  related to 
arid lands

Grassland/rangelands assessment, management and 
utilization 

Livestock production management 

Renewable energy resources

ITKs and new initiatives in arid agriculture 

Policy and socio-economic issues and future strategies 

Abstracts (300 words) in MS Word format in font size 12 
containing names of authors and affiliation should be 
submi t ted  i n  e lec t ron i c  fo rm (on  ema i l  ID :  
sapeco2015@gmail.com) along with two hard copies to the 
Organizing Secretary latest by July 15, 2015. Abstracts 
received after the deadline will not be included in the book of 
abstracts. It is proposed to publish selected contributions 
after peer reviewing in our journal 'Annals of Arid Zone'.

Presentation in both oral (Power Point) and poster 
modes will be organized to accommodate maximum 
number of contributions. The fonts selected for Power 
Point format should be legible from a distance of 10-12 m 
on a 2 m x 3 m screen. Overcrowding of data should be 
avoided for the sake of clarity. Posters should preferably 
be on a 60 cm x 90 cm space and readable from 2 m 
distance. Each poster should contain the title, author(s) 
name and affiliation(s) followed by brief introduction, 
objectives, methodology, results and conclusion. The best 
poster presentation will be awarded.

Registration fee is to be paid through DD in favour of 
Organizing Secretary, SAPECO2015 payable at Jodhpur 
(Rajasthan). 
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Category

Delegate

Student

Spouse

Amount (? )

5000

3000

1000

Category

Delegate

Student
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Amount (? )
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